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The participants arrived Amman  on Thursday , June 16 in the afternoon and had dinner together in the hotel , where they got introduced to one another and exchanged views. The informal meeting of the participants was fruitful and ice breaking took place.

The following day , the President of the NAL , Mr. Wael Nuwwarah inaugurated the opening session and talked about the role of the liberal parties in the "Arab Spring" revolutions that took place in some of the Arab countries.  He also discussed what the form of the new regime should be after toppling the old and dictatorial regimes. He also mentioned that liberals in general are accused of being always on the side of the rich people at the expense of the poor ones  because they are for economic liberties . He mentioned that  most of the Arab liberal parties  have all along been liberal in the social sense of liberalism since the 19th century, like "AlWafd" party in Egypt and called for free education. He added that liberals are also accused  of being for the  American and Zionist projects  which is not true. He also sustained that we liberals should write our own manifesto.

On his turn the president of the FNF in Jordan, Mr. Ralph Erbel  welcomed the participants, and  stated that we as liberals had doubts about the sustainability of our thoughts, yet after the "Arab Spring" we became very sure and confident about them .  He added , that liberal parties do not only  place themselves in the opposition, but rather they know how to participate in building a new  social regime. Then, the member of the Jordanian parliament Mrs. Reem Badran talked about reform efforts in Jordan and how they were influenced by the "Arab Spring". She also emphasized the role of the youth in making change in the Arab world  and that the future is still obscure  and not clear.  Then the discussion took place on reform, elections law and the political parties.

In the second session, Dr. Ibrahim Seif  , a researcher at Carnegie Institute of Peace in Beirut talked about economic freedoms and social justice and whether or not are in harmony with each other. Dr. Seif mentioned that  transforming from  a central economy is based on a distorted system i.e. we have  moved from " dysfunctional socialism" to " dysfunctional capitalism" .  He added that despite the privatization that took place in some countries , the state has not relinquished its political role. And hence,  the economic structure was skewed , and the wealth  was accumulated  in the hands of the rich people. He added that because of this the middle class people have been marginalized. Dr. Seif also said that economic , legislative and tax laws have been manipulated under the pretext of  economic liberation i.e.  privatization . Therefore,  economic laws were for the interest of a certain class. Finally he said that the tax system is like the social contract between the state and the society.

Dr. Seif added  that in Europe taxation is progressive while in our countries taxation is not progressive and that they are imposed on sales only. He mentioned that for the sake of achieving social justice jobs have to be created  and we should also discuss work conditions in the Arab countries. He said that unemployment in Jordan is a result of  the growth and that there are no institutions to hold people accountable for corruption. Dr. Seif finally stated that economic reform should  be coupled with political reformThen the floor was open for discussion where Watan Sabbah talked about the foreign aid to Palestine, and how we get paralyzed without in the absence of such an aid. Then Dr. Walid Shomaly  talked about the economic dependency of the Palestinian society and about the various forms of corruption. He also talked about the fact that because of the foreign aid Palestinians have transformed from freedom fighters to solicitors.

In the next session  Mr. Lahsan Haddad , Mr. Nihad Abboud , and Mr. Rashid Fayed talked about the social agendas of the Social Movement Party of Morocco, the Liberal Egyptian Party of Egypt and the Mustaqbal Movement of Lebanon respectively. 

The afternoon session was culminated with a fabulous presentation  by Dr. Wisam Joseph Saadeh of Lebanon who talked about the details and nuances in the relationship between  religion and politics and how to create a state of indoctrinated  harmony  between them.

In the following session there were three presentations given about the political agendas  and missions of some of the liberal parties in the Arab World. The first presentation was given by Mr. Walid AbulKhair of Al-Ghad party in Egypt . The second presentation was given by Dr. Walid Shomaly of the Freedom Forum Palestine-FFP, and the third one was given by Mr. Muhammad Fawwaz of the Liberal Nationals party of Lebanon.  In his presentation , Dr. Walid Shomaly  talked about the current political situation in Palestine in general and the fact that people in Palestine are tired of political factions . He also sustained that in the past years all political factions including the leftist ones  were shrunk  in favor of both Fatah and Hamas.  This explains the hesitance on the part of the FFP in transforming to a political party. He explained that  the FFP is still registered as a Civil Society Organization(CSO) and is mainly funded by the FNF in Jerusalem. He also highlighted the various liberal depots and movements  in Palestine since the nineteenth century that included many  women  organizations. He also mentioned that tolerance exists to a large extent in Palestine despite the political divide that took place between Fatah in the West Bank and Hamas in Gaza Strip. Dr. Shomaly gave the example of Muslim-Christian relationship  as a good example of tolerance and co-existence . He emphasized that discrimination against Christians does not exist on the institutional level despite individual mishaps here and there.   Dr. Shomaly sustained that many activities and conferences were held by the FFP through which liberal concepts and values have been disseminated. Finally Dr. Shomaly expressed optimism in the future in Palestine and that the FFP will play a bigger role in that direction. 

The first session in the next day June 17, 2011 was devoted to a panel discussion where two speakers  of  the NAL along with Dr. Muhammad Abu Rumman of Jordan  talked about how to deal with religious fanaticism in a liberal way. They stressed the fact that terror engenders horror , and the fact that  civic education ,  disseminating liberal values and constructive dialogue  constitute the only way  to combat such a fanaticism.

In the following sessions the participants were divided into three groups  for the three topics of discussion were : Social justice and free market economy,  the religion and state, and whether or not liberalism has solutions to the problems of the Arab World.  Then  a general  communique   was presented and finally a press conference was held.

We were then invited for dinner at Mr. Saed Karajeh's( President of the Free Thought Forum) place. It really manifested the generous  Jordanian hospitality  that we will always cherish. 

