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General Feedback

My general impression about the seminar is that it was very impressive and fruitful. I learned a lot from our lecturers, my fellow participants, and from the excursions that we conducted outside the Academy. 

The two months online seminar prepared me well for the seminar in Gummersbach, and that is why I felt that the trip complemented what I have learned from my participation in the online course. Basically, this is the first course for me with FNF and I learned a lot about liberalism values and principles. 

I feel I need to invest what I have learned in Gummersbach with the freedom Forum Palestine, and assist in strengthening the role of young liberals in Palestine. 

The trip was great, the travel was not difficult and went smoothly, the food was great, and I thank FNF again for all its efforts here in Palestine and in Germany that made my participation in the seminar very successful.

Detailed feedback on the programme

Trip

The flight to and from Germany, through Turkey, went fine, with no problems. I had enough time (4 hours) for the transit in Istanbul, and the arrival and departure times were suitable with me.

Arrival

I was happy to find a person from FNF waiting for me at Cologne airport, and he kindly took me to the Academy. I was worried not to find anybody, because it happens sometimes that things do not work properly, since it was my first travel to Germany. 

First Day dinner Reception

It was great to get introduced to new people from different continents. The dinner was great and the social environment in this first day broke the fear of the travel and got us close as a group with the organizers from FNF.

Group work

The group work was very important and a valuable addition to the seminar, as it would have been boring to continue the lecturing and listening type of work. The group work was dynamic, and personally I learned from each member of the group that I joined, not only on liberal issues but also on the social and cultural aspects.

Excursions

Spending some time in the Academy is great, but after a number of days of continuous sessions and intensive lectures, there was clear need for the excursions outside Gummersbach. This change was necessary for a change, and also for the rich content we received in such excursions. It was so interesting to hear directly from members of the German Parliament, have a city tour in Berlin, participate in the 30th anniversary of the Young Liberal (Julis), listen to the Chief Whip of the FDP in the State Parliament of Saxony, Secretary General of the FDP Saxony, and the city tour in Weimar and Dresden.

Seminar Context

The two week seminar was very rich in content. This is my first time to spend two full weeks learning about liberalism, including liberal values and principles, young political liberal organizations, strategic thinking and planning, presentation techniques, the use of new media in political communication with youth.

Impression about seminar

I was impressed with everything in this important seminar; starting with the perfect organization of the sessions; the experts that we met; the group and the different cultures and backgrounds that they came from; the amount of information that I received; the Academy, its halls, and the great food, and incredibly warm staff they have. Basically, I felt myself in a great family with a great purpose and a great vision.

