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Before I begin, I would like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to participate in this seminar, and to gain this amazing experience.

I must admit, I arrived to the seminar with mixed emotions for several reasons. One of them is the common feeling in Israel- especially after the Flotilla accident- that an Israeli will not be welcome outside of Israel, and that people abroad will not like the fact that an Israeli like me is taking a part in a seminar such as this. But as soon as I arrived the beautiful academy, I immediately forgot about it.
I will write this report in 3 parts. The first will refer to the contents of the seminar- the program, the second will refer to the social side, and the third will refer to the administration of the seminar as a whole. I will close this report with a more personal note.
The program of the seminar was great. I seriously cannot find a bad word to say about it. It was well organized and easy to comprehend and practice. The first 5 days, which we learnt and went through all the stages of strategic planning, were very good, and both of the advisors- Dr. Rolf Freier and Wulf Pabst were very helping and understandable. I really liked the method of study a stage a day, and than practicing it in groups and presenting the results in front of the class. I feel like I studied something that is more than a theory, since I already practiced it and got feedbacks in order to improve myself.
Visiting the German army college and the advertising people in Hamburg in the frame of the extracurricular program, enriched me, and gave me some new perspectives.  It was important for me as well as interesting. 

The final practice on the stages for a better strategic planning that took place in the last days, in which we, in small groups, practiced working from A to Z on the process really made me more organized and summarized well the whole seminar.

The things we have learned were very useful and I will definitely use the toolbox I got in the seminar. It’s a method I have never used, even though I practiced strategic planning before. Now I feel more organized and more prepared to the upcoming challenges in my very young- still being built NGO.

The second part is the social one. I must say that it was fascinating to meet all these young activists that just like me are struggling- each in his own way and each with his (or her) own goals- to make a real difference in their homeland. I have never met such a variety of different people from four different continents. I learned a lot about their countries and about the liberal struggle world-wide, which I have never known before nor imagined. Their experience and knowledge benefited me a lot and gave me a lot to think about. And besides that- it was a lot of fun. I have friends from around the world now, and it feels great. The group which I was a part of was simply great. We used the free time that we had together after activities to know each other better and to talk about the different challenges we deal with, and amazingly, they are a lot alike. 

The third part is the administration. I enjoyed a lot staying in the Theodor Heuss Academy in Gummersbach. I have no complaints what so ever. Nothing but good words, especially also regarding the logistic staff, among them Thomas Hellmich who was very helpful. 

I will end this report with a very personal note. As a Jewish Israeli, even though I was born in Israel, it was not easy for me going to Germany. I guess it is complex. But  knowing from first hand the German people, language and culture, hearing stories, going to places, talking to people, really gave me a whole new perspective. I met amazing, interesting people. I really came back home different. I cannot thank you enough. 
But here I try: Thank you again for this amazing, educational, enriching, interesting, eye opening experience. 
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