Amichay Findling, 2.4.2010
Liberalism and Religiosity Seminar Evaluation Report
I participated in the seminar on behalf of B-Free Israel, an Israeli association dealing with issues of religion and state. I was given the chance to participate thanks to the FNF Jerusalem office staff, with special thanks to Dr. Fleck and Mrs. Cohen-Köhler. 
The Seminar was a 12 day program, taking place in the Theodor Heuss Academy at Gummersbach, Germany, with excursions to Bonn, Reutlingen, Munich and Würzburg. The 12 days program confronted the participants with various aspects of the liberalism-secularism-religion triad. The Seminar was, in my view, a great success, with deep and interesting discussions and hot debates, both in the conference rooms and out of them, during coffee breaks and evenings at the bar. The success must be credited to 3 main aspects: The program, the participants and the staff.

The seminar's program covered a large variety of aspects of liberalism and religiosity – general definitions of what are religion, liberalism and secularism; how do religions interact with other religions and ideologies; definitions of religious freedoms and their limits; dealing with various dilemmas and problematic scenarios from different countries and societies. The program was based on discussions and debates in small groups. 
The quality of working-group discussions rely mainly on the quality and relevance of the participants. 24 participants from all over the world, with variety of professional backgrounds and religious affiliations were the perfect panel to discuss the various topics dealt with during the seminar. Each participant had his own unique relevance to the topic, donating the seminar with his personal knowledge and experience, deriving from various cultures and societies worldwide.
Coordinating and facilitating 12 days' program with 24 participants from variety of backgrounds is a work for true professionals. This is the case of the Friedrich Heuss Academy's staff, headed by Ms. Brigit Lamm, and of the seminar's facilitators, Ms. Gulmina Bilal and Dr. Stefan Melnik. Ms. Lamm coordinated 12 days of superb hospitality – the nice hotel, the excellent catering, and above all – the best conditions for discussions, debates and lectures. Ms. Bilal and Dr. Melnik conducted excellent facilitating work, expressing a variety of opinions and vast knowledge about the discussed issue. Both of them managed to do so almost without introducing their own moral judgment, important when dealing with such a delicate issue.
Finding flaws in the conducting of the seminar will be a difficult task. One possible criticism might be the fact that we had only little chance to get to know the FDP and its daily conduct regarding the issue of the seminar – we've had only a few meetings about this issue. A good and enriching idea on this issue might be the integration of a few German participates in each seminar – we had only one German peer in our group – Mr. Christian Wolf. Participation of more German colleagues alongside the international participants might be a good way to integrate the ideas and policies discussed in the seminar into the FDP's regular conduct, thus giving benefit both to the FDP and the international FNF international associates.

My personal and organisational benefits from the seminar can be divided to two main aspects: The participation in the seminar exposed me to new perspectives on liberal politics, discussing the challenges faced by liberal politics all around the world; the second aspect is the fact that the need to present my views to fellow participants helped me to put ideas and opinion in order and "pushed" me into applying critical thinking on my stands. My main conclusion for future conduct is the need to work on a holistic policy proposition regarding the relations between religion and state in Israel. 
