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Call for Applications: ME 2.0 The Palestinian-Israeli Young Business Leaders Forum
The Jerusalem International YMCA and the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Liberty would like to invite you to join its year-long “MIDDLE EAST 2.0 (ME 2.0) – Israeli-Palestinian Young Business Leaders Forum.” ME 2.0 aims to bring together ambitious young professionals and entrepreneurs, who are striving to become Palestine and Israel's future business leaders.  The forum seeks to give future leaders an opportunity to meet each other, network, exchange thoughts and converse with key actors of the Palestinian, Israeli and international business community and political arena. The overarching objective for the participants is to challenge themselves, expose themselves to new ideas and build lasting relationships between Israeli and Palestinian future business leaders that transpire into partnerships and joint-ventures. 

“ME 2.0” will take place on a bi-monthly basis. Its framework will be a three-hour late afternoon meeting, consisting of two parts. One part will be dedicated to dialogue sessions concerning personal, business and societal issues. Here we want to provide the participants with the opportunity to get to know each other on a personal level, but also to share their experiences from the work world and the challenges they face as young, up and coming  business leaders. Furthermore, we want to explore how the current political reality affects everyday business practices. The second ninety minute session will provide the opportunity to engage with high-profile speakers in a private environment, allowing for “off-the-record” conversations.: On our list of potential speakers are: Yossi Vardi, Dov Laudman, Prime Minister Salam Fayad, Huda Husseini,  Former Minister of Economic Affairs Basem Khoury, Cherie Blair, Quartet Envoy Tony Blair and German Foreign Minister Guido Westerwelle.

The group consisting of 10 Israeli and 10 Palestinian future business leaders will include individuals dedicated to building a better future for the region via their entrepreneurial activities. In order to ensure the cohesiveness of the group and thereby the success of the program, the Jerusalem International YMCA and Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Liberty have decided to lay-out certain guidelines, which must be fulfilled by all participants.

We look forward to having you apply to “ME 2.0 – The Palestinian-Israeli Young Business Leaders Forum.”
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Best regards,

Forsan Hussein





Dr. Hans-Georg Fleck
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CEO, Jerusalem International YMCA
Director, Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Liberty, Jerusalem Office
Application Form:
General Information: 
Please fill out the attached application and send it to anne.koehler@fnst.org of The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Liberty. The deadline is July 31st. Also, please make sure to attach a current curriculum vitae. The program will commence in the course of October. An official invitation to the first meeting will be sent out to the final participants in due time.
Guidelines:
“ME 2.0” will be a year-long program consisting of approximately ten sessions with a half-day kick-off and wrap-up workshop, respectively. Participants are expected to attend all sessions. Should you not be able to attend, prior notification will be expected. Should a participant miss more than two sessions, s/he will be asked to resign from the program. This discussion forum is explicitly geared towards young professionals. Therefore, we insist on an age limit ranging from 25-40.  The common language of the meetings will be English and the participants hence are expected to be in full command (speaking, reading and writing) of the English language.

Personal Information:
	Title:
	

	First Name:
	

	Last Name:
	

	Company/Organization:
	

	Position: 
	

	Date of Birth:
	

	Address:
	

	E-mail:
	

	Phone:
	

	Fax:
	

	Mobile:

	


1. How do you see the "ME 2.0" bringing change in your life personally, your business and in respect to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict? Please elaborate on all three aspects.
2. How would you define success for yourself on a personal, professional and societal level? Please elaborate on all three aspects.
3. How would you evaluate the success of “ME 2.0”? List three achievements you would like to witness by the end of the project.
4. Which high-profile actors from the Palestinian, Israeli and international business community and political arena would you like to meet the most and why? Please name at least three individuals. 

5. Please list three further individuals, who you believe might be able to benefit and contribute to this program and that we could send this application to. Please list them with name, organization/company, position and e-mail address.
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The Jerusalem International YMCA

26 King David Street, P.O.Box 294, Jerusalem 91002 Israel

Tel. +972.2 5692692 Fax +972.2 6235192

www.jerusalemymca.org


